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4 MAT-, 5.37. ., 
"Bus let your Communicittion b: yea yes, and nay 
' 1ay; for whatſgever is more thon theſe com- 
BAG S inthe Order of «Common wealrh, ſo in 
that of theUJniverſe, - the Priority of Duty 
belongs tothe Supreame Head, then a ſub- 


oma og area to our Fellow mem- 


S& bers. Thos ſbalt love the Lord thy God with 
| all thy hearty this 'is the great Command, 
Thes ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelfe, this is but like 
wco ic-: che firſt org = — well in 
weightas'in words, et ObjecR gives it 
the , wicr {cale,. Andin aries frR Table Awof 
Gods holy Name is notthe leaſt: theſe three, Fidelity, 
feverence, and Serwice, doc ſumme upthe whole draftof 

ine worſhip ; the [firſt hath reference to his ſale Sub. 

ace, the fecondro his holy: Name; thethird'rothe cir. 
tumſtance of his Publick worſhip - noxt.to his Netureis 
his Nome; which followes itas the ſhadow waites'oh the 
Body. W hereforethe grder, in whictithed Reverence of 
Nameisrankdgdeclaresthe weighrafthe Dery,"And 
br. 2 this 
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yea, 


5 
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and nay nay; 


x. A filent colerationotan Oath ingaſe of neceſſity , be. . 
cauſe the caſe here put is not neceſſary but common, 2, 
expreſſe Limitation of our worgs.ig Communication or 
common Talke, roars | ieation be yea yea, no 
\ | Lag Limizat Qll 3 
fie) rue mot ths lhe comme of Fvil. bags 
this; How at Onch'maybe uſed; hownot,'and why nots. 
theſe arethe Parts, mil | 
Firſt, - = - Key Or is —_—_ for what 
is ad Oath; J4 to witneſſe,for deciſion 
dooby fullmatters which + une cannot be made ——_ 
ſo: ?hito.de fines/it., to be afbnelar. 24k i et ypaans dupiobr 
Token, the Teſtimony of God .in a matter: doubttull, $ci- 
eovdall. Propoſinions Arc confirm'd. by. Reeſaw, perticuler 
Contingests. mecrly. by Teftimony++ as: it is ridiculous to 
prove agenerall Propoſition by.an Oath, ſoit isvaineto- 
prove-a-particular FaR by Reaſon... Now humane Teſts: 
mony.iSoftcntimes.ſo thin and weake, that it.cannotevi» 
dence the Truthz: both becauſe- onthe Speakers part there 
is aptneſſe of Lying, and alſo on the Hearers a hardueſſtaf 
Beliefe, a weake Eye cannot penetrate a deceiefull-heart. / 
Therefore:to ſupply theſe defedts, flippery Mendacity and - 
ignorant /ncredulity, manin weighty martors knowas-ant - 
whither to-flye, bur:onely to-.divinertAimony; and\foby 
an Qachcalts kimto witnefle , whoſe Knowledge: is unt- 
verfall; whofe/Tiuth infallible, whereby the gan neither 
bedeceived,'fior-deceiverothers. This is iamr 3AzFt 
| UN: 
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y added pRop our {e]yes, whea he is 
L690 08d 9,4gAine. Fir by. £103 ; 
7 \QT his Creat#res. whergin 4; ICATE; 
ES opt nent, | Toh 


rm prion,jnſt utncnes of Grace »Sacrame 
the like, . Qur Saviourin the pak Hel = 
7 ae "oa, Newabor Ani ſoevers bigh ox 
;z2Icat or Arti ut 
in.us,/.to Godtheir Auhorand Ru rs 
full intheni;- wherefore being ſo os Tahis vs 
tion, they oughtto be (ox oreer in our {evengo 
hat in Swearing we gci maketoo little iq 
alfhood or Levity, asit:God were not red nor 
much by Jeolany, 35.if they were Godsthemlſelves, . 
E bolier th ings, wherein the Divine Truth i 15 more 
ly maniteſted, if expreſly terminated on Gog, (as 5* 
wingres the "Rejoy ang Gaara he. Sweares,, in 
f Toſer x, Cor.15.31«) may be uſed ina ſecondary 
pf Arceſtation , Nai God ; Aer, may. make the 
BIPPEArRE buz-theſe,as well asothar Crearues, are 
roperly cired j0 Curling, a0d an.Qath Þy an 
\Name, ache ſafeſt z 15 an re 7 
dgement may beexercis 'don Falſhood, x 


ms 
h J 4s 
bi 3 which we love anduſc, Saint Pagt, 1na 91 
8, joynes an Attefatjen and. Execration. under one 
p A3 mix 
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ngther 


(4) 
mixt forme, Ft Cod for of Record uponmy Soule14.Cop? 
wie v, IcallGod for a Record, there's che 1NeBalgs 

GE rs 
"Theſe e a 7 the Tri 
thou 25s Sfhein He a0 more liable ts and 
tion ofabuſe, wt cauſe the'Councell of | 
puniſl'd a 'Clerke Swearing by the hen rms yet all,if 
Sit TK ne allowable: bur a right Oath by Gogg 
3s mtonely Lawfull; bur! PR 
; Laudableinthe TadgethcoteiFtagy' David, 
3:12.50. ' All they that ſweare by him ſhall be co 
Religious inthe moſt-generall eſteeme'oft the Schoole; 
both leans it pe es from 2 good Ground, Faith 
Gods omniſtienceand Ifallibility, and becauſe ttm 
toa good Pad mentioned by rhe JA pote, Heb76 1.6; 
ly. the Z»d of Strife, as in the making of 
Protiſe'of Allegiance, Trialls of Law, Compurgariog« 
Fane, andthe like. The ARitRife, unleſſe it want theſ 
neceff: elarions, 6r miſcatry inthe manner, isPions 
and Revercnt. Whereforethe Scripture meaſures ourthe 
o_ Conditions, Thew ſhalt ſweare the Lord liveth, 
uagement, in _ and in Righteouſneſſe. Ter. 4.4" 
Hee ement Diſcrettl | 
hedoubt Soi 6; nece LF 
the Perſon; In Truth Sincerely, when the Matter is 
knownera beſo, Thatbelongs to the Afarter, in Right 
ouſneſſe Honthth, that [uſtice may befulfilled, That be 
hogs! to the" Ed. The Refs Swearer through wait © 
leement vilifies the Majeſty of God, t 7 
chidigh want of Truth calls him to witneſſe a Lye, th 
Picked chrough want of Righteouſneſſeuſerh himas ahet 
per of Tniquity. And therefore where theſe are ſupy 
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(5) 
anting, as is Children not cometo Di 


derju Ears men pat Th and Hoody mn Ok iyro 


's allowable. If onely the principall Condition be 
jenr, ifan Oath Aſertory eg to/want Tr#rh, or 
Oath Promiſſory to want Righteouſneſe; the one is 11- 
id, the other not Obligatory: Law ſhewes the firſt, and 


daſcicace rells us concerning the ſecond, that one Sinne 
pac oblige ustocommir another,nor a finne in word to 


xd it with a finne in worke, for ſinne ought co be.bro- 


bh, off as ſoone as poſſibly ic may. Wherefore David 
thour ſcruplebleſſeth God and Abigeil,for ſtaying him 
| ry of a raſh and bloody Oath. r.S«m.25. 


whom ſhould an injuſt Oath oblige us ?-to God, 
to Han ? whether it were taken Raſhly in Error or 


i 100, whetherit were caken viglently by CoaRon, or 


ly with Deliberation, or mixcly berwixt Will and 
ne for Deliverance out of preſent trouble, yer ifthe 
rex or End be unrighteous, orim ro Chariy, 


tInainly it obliges not to God, becauſe it was contrary to 


ds will; which ought totake place ot our owe, :upen 


6 ond and better Thoughts, Much leffe canit oblige ro 
[an;eſpecially when ir is impol'd Frandulently,or Com- 


lively, or withourjuſt Authority, becauſethe Impoſer 


ſerves to be deceiv'd,. and to beare the Impurtation of 


at perjury. which he obtruded on: others, I grant, that 
every Oath is of a bigding Nature , it cannot bur 
ze way bind the Perſon in himlelte, either with a Truc 


a ntion,or with Guilt of Perjurdcollufion.. For theRe: 


erence dueto Gods Name requires Truth of Intention; 


it when the Matter is unrighteous, Gods word forbids 


xccution; and when by Satans devices, Gods Name is fer 


up againſt Gods Word,and Truth againſt Rigtcollacſle, 
We) 


no 


(46) 
ho: arendcrl{Cimemion and endeutioragtet Hot" toy 
T rughi cavrie@ ee baey to/rhe'6ther I t17 be" frayed} 


teduſnefſe, Inthisabſur's oppoſicion, w 


tobd) 'by notSwearing,the Swearer is ſo intang 

led a Gaptooret hanuthe; fab Rvally Pei 
ann HO ged-ary avg wharhe incerids not; or whats 
t not to pe! ,butrofalſifie, he neende;; 

therefore [ince in this Caſe farementumlig at nou 

gat Aincethe unlawfull Oath binds cheCoaſdence 7 

Guiltofa'bad Promiſe, though truly mide, bur nat; 
Oathipaſtbe recalled by Repentance; hearty Repentance” 
forthrinking ander Gods Triall, for his Sac 
Nameir Vaine,. and incurring a Denyall of him betors 
Mica. Now at! fince a firme Oath muft be joynily 
held'tþ wirhthe Conditions, appointed by God, 
it felfe- fo upheld muſt needs be Holy. if rightly caken;; 
'tisa peice” of #2ligiouw worſhip > andnot without aig? 
ground-trom other Scriprute, Thou ſhalt feere the Lard 
thy God, andſerve him,andSweareby his Name, Deat,6.13, 
chere 'Sweating is commanded , and plac'd as the exe; 
Neighbour to divine Service. For to give God the bets 
ter, cochd albStrife ar the foond ot his Name, as duely aÞs+ 
cribingeo-him, allPower, Knowledge, and Truth, i$t9* 
yeeld him Honour and Reverence, Foy verily a Ma: 
ſweareth by the Greater Heb. 6.16.per quem veneratur as 
diligit,by whomhe honours or loves, faith S* /eromer any 
Oath (ſaith Ariſtotle) is moſt Honowyable as being a Token 
of divinitygherefore C.Ca/iguls ambitious of divine wats) 
ſhip, publiſh'd an-Edi chroughonr his Empire, that Met 
ſhould accuſtome to ſweare by his Name: likewiſe whets. 
Demoſthenes {wore by them that ventured their lives &* 
Marathon, 
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d for ;) bit ought not to be deffred add fre- 
Sn C ape 
, or 
I } Avila breedes fickneffe - 
eat ore Cn, tacks 
tjur br Kecrertal Ma- 


tion. VWhartfairth'S. anffin? x 

eſt Periculoſe, nulla off Securs, File is 59 
bus, Trucis % honeatalſ te Though ' 
ger” be not OE i ca of even Res, / yeve 
' ro bit, 
olutcly, but wy fr $7 44 kt to 
uſed Rarely,and with ponder'd Cheng $4, ou 


e an Offender is Lawfull, butnotro kill 
aſure, or in Paſſion : h mOuboay altos 


ET pre poa nfs 


Banefwl. 
PT hatiels mol Irreli (ial ſome appeare. Fami- 
ſue fr &R, whenſocver it 
are ſfoyldby ardi- 
mighty; ic looſes its Une 
infomuch that it failes 


| Whereas] is Sacred On wn 4 is ſbur - andabſtraged 

on - Wharsrhe Holineffe of che Lords day? 

" Wdleparation fromall'worke' birt only His Service, aby 0- 
With 'worke pr it, Whatsthc holineſſe of the Lords 

74 harden neon all uſe but His, any 
WFother u ,2s walking, or communing, eſpecially 'in 

time of Divine Service, thisas well as Merctiandiſe, pro- 


o- / C phancs 


(16) 


phanes.it« , YWhat'sthe holinelſe of Ged'3 more, which is. i 


nearerupto hin then citherof theſe, and ſhalljodure whey 


thei are gone?; afcparation trom-commondiſcourſe, al} 
(pce«libur ſacted and Neceſſary prophanes it, Then waſh 
. hy mourh FEA GARSIOa. thine Eyc, for polluticg hjs 
Holy and Rever' Na with- vaine Appellation, h 
.1$*:Paules Anteſtation in his Epiſtles glycs a0examplet. 
common ſwearing; his matteris norſolighr as our Com: 
rqupication, neither is the. Pen: ſoraſh,)as the Tongue, 
$ ents an{ideratio cautiox non babet linguans (Pr acigin 
tem ( ſaith. ry BEATIC Ie conſideration of thewary writer 
prunes. offall headlong Expreſſions incident to talke, {@ 
tharthe Apoſtles Qath'is notthe zcale of Fo{lybut of 74g. 
derFapding. © 1 ive br: yhane'2.: 
"Tis cably obſervable, thar we'(carce game;our friends. 
or earthly, ſuperiours. without a formall reſpe&, ſome. 


times. we mgyethe os and [omerioacs Fepurit oth, they 


to, ule the'nqmie. gf, 


| of; rad unneceflarily and Irreverontly is 
as muchas ro ſay, God is neither our Friend.nor.Superk 
opr, Q wretched diſreſpeRt,wherethe Proportion of Hos 
nour due.is infinizely greater? would the Swearing Lord, 
or forſwcaring Gallant,takeir well "inklfe to belightly 
Wm d of,» rpbe call'd Dsck.or Tem by 4 rude peſant 2 if 
luch language be ſawcy and. juſtick concerning himſelf, 
how preſumpruous;and prophane is,his.qwne touching 
the Lord of Lords? 4 + | 
Butan Oath is mote Has bare Newingof Godycit 
calls himto. wit#eſiez, abultgelle nar G avſdgreryts 
lified through Cuſtome, Pj dreadful wright. -The 
Supreme ludge of all Gods and Peaple iscalledfrom-his 
Throne to become ,a witnefi;; he is ſummpoed by-his 
Providence. ro declare the, Tauhy if nor-preleatly., yet 
bat (as 


{ 
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(9) 
be 'will)'1ogloe'ic thereafecr'; 2nd'ro/ exectite 
ea'the Falfifier, 1 0 0305 19077 xecute 


his of its meaning ; and chen conſider how! abſdnous it" 
would ſound, though" God' were thy Vaſſall or TJader- 
tbe : Goeto thy Slave, and {ay thus unto himy' Lend me 
thy band in this Folly, or in this miſchiefe; for 'my' ſake 
ge this picce of [njuſtice; and break a brace of Comman- 
dements, the third by Swearing, and the ninth by falſe 
witneſſe; will novrhy'Slave ſtare back as from a Fiend or- 
Monſtcr-?- yer thus ineffe@thou invokeſtthy God; Lord 
then my words withifalſe witneffe,cover my ſhame 
colouriog.mpBatſhood ; thou , my God, ſteward my 
Coſenage, and hideir yadotrhe ſhadow of thy Name, 
hom thine owhe Eye; indtheEycot man; ſerve the 
ot thy wormethouthar art infiaire,' and of thy 2oodneſſe 
further my finne... Arethou aſhamed thus tobeſpeakethy 
il, and-haftthon no Regardof chiy-Heavenly Lord 
and Father * whar thinkeſtthon'e doeſt chou'beleeve he 
heares thee, andis every: where preſent 7 it ſo, how im- 
pudent is thy Brow? it not, how Atheifticall is thy mind ? 
Sy ftay,thou needeſt nor callhim, he isro0 heare alrea- 
dy; ſoneare.that he ftandsberwixr the Lips which thou 
and ſhutteft with an Oath.- y 
.-@-ſhameleſſe practice, tharGod ſhould be mentioned 
more in Oatherthenin Prayers, or in thoſe immediate! 
aker.theſe;; that the Creed ſhould be runne over in ſuc 
wo” 4 C 2 horrible 


(4s) 


ans Pha the work& of SfigelityiNofoo-. 
nes wecame dream Church, where we bow at the glori. 
ous Name of Jeſs, but we may heare a mouth fling itour 
by ard heedthen Spirtle;carcleffe how irgoes; or where 
it Aghts z we may. beare/him-torne and rack'd againeig. 
cycry.part, warſe then Tewiſhly, becauſe 10-no End ar all, 
his woundsareJiptupy. bi#hcatt fmeles,; his blood runes 
out, his feerare-nailed) albhis Paſſion js repeated; and fox 
no maps godd;but the:Speakers mecre Condemnation; 

\ Tobridlethe month, and keep it from ſuch rude fine, 
firſt ponder: your, words before: you garniſh them with 
Oathes;,  weighthem like Gold inthe Ballance ; conſider 
wherea they tend; noderſtand;your awnemeaning,'be- 
fore youlaſh.out with your Tongue; fora Birth deliver'd: 
before it is Conceiv'd muſt:needsbe moaltrous, and bet. 
ter be dumbe,then ſpeake that which oughe to be recall'd. 
B Ga-hilg liop-che. mouth in-the-wetrerof: Speech,. 

d tolly will beckroughly!« inthe mas- 
ers whonyou take cage to ſpeake v7, Truely,and Hoe. 
ary, you-will be quite taken aff from {peaking 1ereligh- 
«ſy. If Oppoſiion tempr'thee zo Sweare,doenot onely 
examine how grearthe matter is; howrrne, how well un- 
derſtood; but in wharcaſeand temper youarez/how pure 
in Bady, how pure.in Squlez: before whar Company, at- 
what Time,un what Place, with what Revercnce, ro what 
End you Sweare., [f ſtill the Name of God run haſtily on 
thy. Tongue, marke howan Oath becomes anxcher, (fot- 
ſome learne better by Exampleot Vict then by che Rule 
of Vertue,, becauſc iris eafler. to obſerve rrhie Faults ofo. 
thers then their owne Datjes), mark how-rhere it ſounds, 
abdthen rcfleR 00 :1hy ſelfe. Remember alto, that Heby. 


whom: 


Gato ee ADS 2-4 oe. SA > odio ont ot dh. Ah id, 
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(49) 
flom thou Sweareſt, av hris ever preſent, {6 he ig like. 
wiſe Ow»niporent , able' to tarnic hat wrho intb the 
Curſe which thou urrereſt; "or imo rhtAPre Whicl chGu 
Krearbeſtin Swearings'/ 72! 7 274900008 Fe Vf BD 
4To ſumme up this Poynt, you 'have heard thac a bafe 
Aﬀcrtion or at teaft! a double one, hn eto bs 
teffcy of Credence,as in common rake, is full whey 
that it Lying were laid afide,the weightieſt matters would 
fed rio; Excaring,, and that'fuch nn of Speech 
would come acreſt to Chriſtian PerteRion; thar albeit 
ne Caſes-may require a' Toleration; yetin flight dif- 
tourſe;an Oath is withour coloar,not without 8tteit preju- 
flice: thatbeing not ablolutely bur reſpeRively god, like 
medicinall help reſerv*d for neceſſity; prove dangerous 


nd peroicious, if tiſed wanronly: that alſo it looſeth its 
Majeſty and Vertue by unfeaſonable uſe, and that 


# Sacred unleſle itbe ſecluded; that S. Pawl is nopartern 
for cammon Swearers; that to reverencethe Name of 4 
Friend, and-yert toprophanethe Name of God, is great 
laequality; that God is not onely named in vayne by fa- 
iliar Oathes,but cited as a witnefſe and Tadge; and moſt 
juriouſly to no purpoſe, yea worſe then none; never 
man ſo uſed : that Swearing is ſtrangtlytarned ro a Map 
of Religion, that for a reftrayning Remedy, ſufpenſton 
& words, Confideration of Circumſtance, obſervation of 
uhbers, Remembrance of Divine Preſence and Omnipo- 
ace ought-ro be interpoſed. 'T's pull the reighies yer 
tider, It mepaſſe co my laſt Poynt, rheReaſon hete 
given ofthis Reſtriion, becauſe whatſoever is more then 
fee and nay uw of Evidle : | 
»\Not whatſoever ismoreby Addition of any pure Af. 
ſawative, fuciias our Saviour uſed, but wharſoever is 
y C3 more 
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-morg by Syperaddurienof Diver 7tFrmony is of Bvill, « 
or Not alwayes Evill 5: ſee (unleſiein Co 
but of Evil hawlocver ; G25 divers obſcrve:)\rhe ſame 
Reafon which infinuares thatan Oath is tolerable in ſome 
Caſes, ſhewes thatinall Caſes 'tis occaſioned from Evill, 
Dam jurare cogerss, (cies ex Infirmitate eorum venive 
bus aliquid ſuages, que utiq, Infirmitas malum e#, (aiths, 
Avu#tin,z Indeed the aptitude of Lying in the Speaker as 
well as hardnefle of; Beliefe:in the hearer,: which mug 
needscall foranQath to:reconcile them; are both Evills 
of humane Ioficmity, (the oneis malum Culpe and the 9. 
ther is malum Pane, Now though it follow not,that what. 
ſoever.is occafiqned from Evill is. Evilltoo, fince good 
medicines are occalioned from bad Ditcaſes, and $Sweg. 
ring is moſt tolerable when it is moſt urged by Incredy- 
ey yet this will follow, that becauſe Swearing is but oc . 

altonally.go0d,-and upon bad occaſion too, therefore it 
isnotto be affcGed nor uſed without neceſſity, 
- Whatſocycris more; morethen yeayeain Communi. 

cation, is of the Evill One, 1o TheophylatF underſtands it, 
and not unfitly! + for we read not is wa? Re but is 
mg, which word,with the Article prefixt,is an uſuallap- 
pellation ofthe-Dyvel; and the Devill, rightly denomins- 
ted De Evil, isabefubtile ſuggeſter of all Spirituall mil 
Chiefe ; eſpecially of. common Swearing. Would you 
know where his Cunning is moſt evidently Operative ? 
Firſt, where is no; {vclination. by. Natwre:, where neither 
Pleaſure nor Profit, the baytes of the: Fleſbandtheworld 
invite us toa $10,a5 neicher inviteth us tocommon Swea- 
ring,that Sin plainly proceedes from th&Dewsll. Second. 
ly, where trom things «ſef#@ Evill is contracted, or from 
anconſudered beginnings not apparently dangerous, not 

preſently 
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(ently banefull, horniibe Conſequents grow inithie End, 
| ——_ Swearing by God.or pertybuteommon Gi” 
by Creatures, -there he is buſie. [Thitdly, wherezhe 
| oenes are moſt ſuitable tothe Devills maine) ?vrew. 
 Btws- ihe: Diſbonowr of God 2nd the Breach of Hamant$o- 
Bags, there be hartybech ſhrewdly working: nowcam- 
on Swearing ſerves him in-bothi[theſe, by makivgche 
| X me of God familar, and the Bond of Fruth diſctee. 
A |. and ſuſpeded « by ſuch worke ,; you 'may ſaon dif? 
ceme the worker, Now God deliver rhe wretched Sin 
who under the ſacred lound. of Gods Namehaththe 

&villſo trong on his Tongue, : ++" 
Whenthe Temprer hath once entered his Diſciples-in- 
0 ine of wearing, it owes from ther own Evill Cons 
Wen ro0, moſtgroſly and variouſly. 7 og oo 
\ Firſt, from 1rreverence of God, whoſe Excellence and) 
ire Majeſty we doe pot ſeriouſly+confider, The Mes 
ltation\ot bis grearneſle leldome finkes into our hearts, 
d therefore his'\Name 45Tſo familiar on our Toxguer,.. 
-Allofrom Inadvertences we callon God with leflc in- 
oa.then we calla Boyz we name him heedlefly, as we: 
mch.che faceor ſtirre our hayre, not mindeing what we 
Or inancarerfimilitude, we:{weate by. . him as- we: 
lay voto him, with one knee, araknec halfe bowd, with 
we-Elbowga {leepy Headand a wandring Thought, leaſt 
ding that only 'thing which we are about. Thus 
gh<uſtame our fiancs paſleby Vs, like houſe-hold 
Allo it comes from/much idle talking, the Torrent: of 
ch carries Oathes along with.it, 2s a. violent ſtreame 
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-ro-htarchis owne ſound;throughsbarrennes of cleanly ey, 
preſs ionivforcedto fill the gap of his ſpeechiwich pro. 
phanarios, and to: [well his oheakh with lofty" Oathes, a 
peice of Rhecorick learnt from rhe Divell. 
 Alſoitmuch prevailes through weve of breeding; ty; 
they who arebroughroprto ſpeak with Reverenceandad: 
vice in their youth, willnot be ſo raſhof Tonguein their 
Age. | 1t ſwearing Royſters had ever duly regarded their 
Parents (unlefſecheix Parents were as-badythey would 
ſhew more Reverence to their heaverily Father, 
Alſoirflowesfrom Tying, whichſeekes todeceive by 
the ſacred:bond of Credit, Swearing and Lying ate joyned 
together bythe Prophet Hoſes, c. 4. v. 2. Therefore [ 
woriderhow valiant Sev/diers, who moſt deteſt the /rps. 
tation of Lying, ſhouldgive ſuch fuſpicionthereof by” 8x. 
bridled Swearing. When the Lord of 'Hoſts led 


his people to Var, the Camp wasnot ans hr ſchoole 


of holineſſe, (When the Hoſt poeth forth againſt thineent: 
mics then keep thee from every wicked #hing) but alſo the 
Schoole of Cleantineſe, Thos ſhalt have « ' Paddle 

thy Weapon; when thou wilt eaſe thy ſelfe abroad, theoflab 
diggetherewith, and ſhalt turne back and cover that which 
commeth thee, forthe Lord thy God walketh in th 
midſt of thy Camp todeliviy thee; therefore ſhall thy Can 
be holy that he ſee no wncleane thing in thee, Deut.23: 9 
Shall there now be lefle care of keeping the wonrh clea 
then onee of covering Zxvrements, leſfe reſpe&tnowot 
God himſelfe, then once of the Groundunder foot: cork 
dering 'the fouleneſſe of the $5;;” tiow I pitty the poore 
Sinner, who being likely to come to a preſent accountt 
idle words , cares not though his laſt breath be ſpentil 
Swearing. Ah, = : 


To 


i , 
[ 


Dt 
d: 
ir 
& 
Id 
y 
d 
| 
fl 
Y 
a 
he 
Ll 


(23) 


utthereare more Cauſes of Swearing, and more in- 
dent co Souldiers then Lying : for it comes alſo from 
une Glory, Some thinke it a gallant grace to ſend out a 
ſol of Ofithes roundly, loudly, and boldly; as it they 
t crack againſt the Thanderer, and brave God to his 
e. O ſimple ! this is Mettle. 
Alſo from «tamed Paſſion, as a Dogge being ſtruck 
es a Stone,or any thing that is next, ſoa man thar gives 
pe to his Fury, wrecks it on the higheſt, and barkes 
unſt his Maker, 
But moſt of all, ir comes of #{ habit; through which 
jens Tongues are not their owne, but the Tongues of 
uſtome, and have gotten words which will have vent 
tpice of the mind. 
>Now if Swearing proceed from ſo much Evill, how 
|l muſt it be in ## ſe/fe? be not deceived; the greatneſlc 
fa fin is not to be meaſured by the preſent Paniſhmenr, 
at by the 05jed againſt which it ſtrikes, and by the wan- 
w of violation. Theft is more puniſhed then Advu/tery, 
t the latter is the greater fin,becaulſe it offends a Neigh- 
pur in a greater matter, and more nearly , forthe Bo. 
is more and neater then Goods, but the Name of 
bod is more'then both; I know, the Adulterer crics out 
inſt the poore Filcher, and the greater Thiete, whilſt 
plories in his owne ſhame,condemnes the lefſe: why * 
ſe the one is hanged, the other onely mulc; fo the 
rer feeling little or no prefenr puniſhment, is inſen- 
ofhis Crime: butto ſpeake Truth, the fin init ſelfe 
worſe then any Sin whatſoever againſt our Neighbour, 
Kcanſe it highly offends God himſelfe. Worſe and grea» 
it isin a gewerell Rept? of the Perſon offended, though 


perhaps in the gouuer: wanner of ifending, becauſe it 
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proceeds from leffe Acrocity of mind, and with lefſe gz. 
magetothe Party, then Murder and ſome other fin, By; 
if Chriſt, who now fics at the right hand of God, wereag 
capable of killing , as of hearing his Paſſion repeateg, 
Swearing would, prove a Murder worſe then Murder: if 
the Spouſe of Chriſt could as eafily be corrupted as ſean. 
dal'd with bad example, Swearing would prove an Adyl. 
tery _ then Adultery: if God could be as (00n robbed 
of his Heavely Glory as of his Honour before men, 
Swearing would prove 2 Robbery worſe then the #11mep 
Plunder. Asitis, it ſtands parallellin the ſame degree of 
Oppofitionagainſt Gea, as Falſe witneſſe or Calumay a, 
gainſt Man,becauſeir calls God to m_ 4 Falſhood, and 
Calumniates his Name, Let me proceed further; fiace ths 
Name of God is nearer unto him then the Day or Place 
of his worſhip, ( forthe Place is appointed for the Dy, 
and both. for the Honour of his Name ) therefore pro. 
Swearing is worſe then either S4cri/edge or Breach 
of the Sabboth. Ina word, 'tisnext to 1dolatry, I maycall 
it for- nearneſle ſake @whrexies for as Idolatry makes an 
Idol God, ſothis makes God an 1do8, one that hath Exres 
and kearesnot.. And may adde this concerning the may- 
er , thatit is ated -with-more 7eypadence then any other 
fin whatſoever, and is moſt properly a Lond nd Crying 
fin, becauſe it provokes God, not ſecretly. and obliqueh, 
but openly and direHly , with loud Prophanarion to his 
Face, Then how many great offences are committed in 
this-one, yet. how often is this committed-1n one Day, by 
divers Perſons, in one City? It is mceerly from Gods Im- 
paffibility , that he receaves not ſuch hurt by fin as man 
doth; it is therefore his Mercy not our I»nocence, that ſud. | 
daine Yevgeence doth not follow, that we are _—— 
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d-up quick in a moment. | Leſſer faults then This, 
king of Sticks onthe Sabboth, rouching of the Arke 
th unwarrantable hands, ſacrificing with unhallowed 
e, havebeen puniſhed with preſent death, ſo may this be 
0, What meanes'S* James, when he faich, Above aff 
ws, my Brethren, Sweare not. Above all reſpet of 
tures ? or aboveall things mentioned i» his Epiſtle ? 
above all things contained in that Paragraph of Pati- 
we? whatſoever he meanes, he certainly ſhewes thereby 

beinouſneſſe of the fin, which is growne ſo common 
oneſt us. 
Yer as great and as common as the fin is, it hath leſſe 
wpcation then any other, Profit or Pleaſure hires or 
ares men to other Tranſgreflions; if one dram of either 
found inthy whole Phraſebooke of Swearing, Sweare 
inually, What hath bewitch'd, who hath bedevil'd 
1? Nemo malus 'grat#, no man does the worke af fin 
hout ſome wages; this elſewhere is a true ſaying; one. 
inthe Swearer it failes ; which highly aggravares the 
oe, the madneſle, of this baitcleſle bootelefle fin, 
nely bent, 
This a Evill, which comes from much Evill, is alſo 
utfull 5» begerting more Evil: for things produce as 
y are produced; Every Bird layes an Egge, like thar, 
which ſhe was hatched: I can bur namethoſe Evills, 
ſodriveto Concluſion, 
it begers publick diſreſpe? of God: Familiarity breeds 
nempt, heedlefſe Swearing will make an Oath ſceme 
bing, and God as little. 
| breeds 1ncredulity amongſt men; who will belceve 
mans word, who makes fo light of his Oath © Then 
rthe /ofſe of Credit, it produces a deſperate Impadence 
D 2 
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- of Lying, as carelefle of Truth, as hopelefle of Belicfe, 

It gives offence toall Chriſtian Hearers with greate 
Incivility. Ariitotle names two Vices oppoſite ro Yrby 
nity, Swearing and Clowniſhneſfle z_ whereof the firſt © 
fends in Exceſſe, and is therefore exceſſively wncivill, fg 
it drives the Hearer to this ſtreight, .cither to reproveth 
Speaker, or to ſuppreſſe his zeale tor God, What Com 
pany can indure to heare a man, fay a man, openly ligh 
ted, whom they all honour ? then with whart patience thei 
onely God © kow can any. that are well affected to th 
Name of Teſws, to which all give Reverence betore meat 
heare it diſhonoured in the mid'f of Eating * Or wh 
may not then a Pious Chriſtian put off his Hat witho 
[rony,togive it honour inthe inſtant of ſuch diſhonour, 

[ forbeare to ſhew what #4 Exemple it gives to joun 
Children; who underſtanding but few words, can one 
beare away thoſe, which they heare moſt frequent, 

And how ithinders the Iewes Conver ſpon, when he fing 
thoſe two fins, which he. moſt abhorres, ſo predomina 
1a the Chriſtian, Idolatry and Swearing. 

Shall ſo much Evil of ſn eſcape the Evill of Puniſ 
ment? I will bea ſwift witneſſe({aith God) againſt the fal 
Swearers, Mal,3.5, He that hath been (o often called 
witnefſe, will come at length with a wicneſlc indeed, E 
ry one that Sweareth ſhall 3. cut off, Zec.5.3. God fort 
abuſe of his Neme will root out thy Name, and dtitrey ! 
Houſe;ſo that thy Heire and it ſhall berurned to one Rut 
biſh. Forcertainty whexeof, unlefſe ye Repent, I reter 
you tothat Prophers Flying Rolly ſees your Phanhie 
thing © the flying roll; he length whereof i twenty (bt 
and the breadth ten Cubits. This « the Curſe that g 
forth ques the Face of the whole Earth, 1 will bring it 

( ! 
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(ſeith the Lord) it ſhall enter into the houſe of him that 


Sweareth falſe by wy Name (as the common Swearer is apt 
to ſweare falle) and it ſhall remaine in the midſt of hu houſe, 
and it ſhall conſume it with the Timber thereof and the Stones 

thereof; and then whar ſhall become of the Family * 
Atrer all this, we are not (ure that the anger of God 
will be turned away; his hand may be ſtrerched our till: 
for fince publick dijhonour is done to his Name by com- 
mon Swearing, ſcarce or nor ſcarce puniſhed, how ſhalt he 
reſt ſatisfied with private Vengeance ? As the whole Body 
doth often ſmart for the Tongue, ſo may a generall Society 
for ſome Evill Speakers, eſpzcially if their Speech (ound 
Treaſon; but if Treaſon againſt rhe King of Kings, how 
great Vengeance may juſtly be teared by the whole State? 
one prophane Achan indangered a whole Army; avdbe. 
cauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth, ler. 23.10.v. Bc- 
hold, fince Puniſhment followerh in that wherein we of- 
tend, Voluntary Swearing is now tugned to a Compulſive 
Forſwearing, to a blind Covenant againſt knowne Reli- 
gionand Duty, againſt Conſcience and Publick Safety, 
quite contrary to former Oathes of Allegiance and Su. 
premacy, uncapable of keeping Faith on either fide with- 
qut Faith-b:eaking, as farre from Truth and Righteoul- 
neſle,as trom all liberty and uſe of Iudgement: and there. 
fore (as I have formerly ſhewed in gencrall) neither Ob- 
liga-ory to God, nor man; not through Excuſe of Raſh. 
ncflc, weaknefſe, Ignorance, Compulfton, notthrough be- 
nefit of Equivocation,mentall Reſervation, private Con- 
ſtruQtion, inward Gainſaying, (for none can be bettered 
by his fault) butthroughthe monſtrous Irtegularity and 
horrid viciouſneſſe ot it {cIfe ; null by Nature; .advanta- 
giousto none but Satan, NO way ulctullto any Egd, buc 
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meerly to deſtruction of Soules by takingir, 'or acciden. 
tally ro a Crowne of Martyrdome by refuſing it. They 
that being unequall to ſo high a pitch of Sanity, have 
ſubmitted themſelves to take it , I inquire not through 
what deficience,are howſoever no more bound to keep it, 
then Peter was bound to deny his Maſter for ever. becauſe 
he had once denied him with an Oath. Indeed it obliges 
them tothat which the Impoſer leaſt defires, to Perey like 
Teares of Repentance , to abundance of bitter ſorrow ac. 
cording to the great ablurdity of the Crime admitted, and 
particularly to this kind of amendment, never toſweare 
againe without urgent neceflity in a juſt Cauſe - leaſt all 
the Evill, which God hath threatned, be powred out upon 
them, andonall guilty Familics, and fortheir ſakes onthe 
whole State. 

You have heard how Swearing comes not onely from 
ſome Evill Infirmities, but from the Devill, and from 
abundance of Evill Vices, how Evill it is in it ſelfe, how 
much Eyill it produces, and witn what Evill it ſhall be 
puniſhed. Now for Concluſion. 

Aquinas hath likened an 04th to the Sacrament, ( for 
S«cramentum (ignifics both) I with we tookethe one more 
ſeldome, and the other more often: the likenefſe conſiſts 
inthis, that both are intended for our good, but being ill. 
handled they become Engines of Deſtruction. See the 
words of S, Pasl concerning the Sacrament,Cor.1.11.27. 
Whoſoever ſhall eate thu Bread, and drink this Cup of the 
Lord unworthily ſhall be guilty of the Body aud Blood of the 
Lord: but let a man examine himſelfe, and ſs let him eat of 
that Bread and drink of that Cnp: for he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to 
himſclfe, not diſcerning the Lords Body. The AOEY 

erve 
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ſerve for an Oath. Wholoever ſhall take this Name in 
 Vaine ſhall be guilty of the Majeſty of the Lord, but ler 
2 man examine himſelfe and the Cauſe, and fo let him 
take this Name ; for hethat takethit in Vaine or unwor- 
thily, pronounceth his owne Damnation, not diſcerni 

the Majeſty ad Preſence of the Lord. The Apoſtle for 
his part had good ſuccefle, for by writing theſe words, he 
quite rooted out a grievous Sin, never heard of ſince, 
namely Feaſting at the time of Communion in the Church: 
Swearing at the time of merriment in the houſe is much 
like ic : how hath holinefle been mixt with madnefſle in 
both ! Grant me then ( O Lord) thelike ſucceſſe by ap. 
plying the ſame words, that the Cuſtome of Swearing be 
never more prevalent amongſt us. Grant it 6 mighty 
Lord, that through Reverence of thy Name, we may 
grow upto Feare of thy greatneſſe, andthrough Feare of 
thy greatnefſe we may proceed to Love of thy goodneſle; 
and then through Love of Thee we may come to Ioy 
and Reſt in Thee, through Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, To 
whom withthe Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour, 
Praiſe, and Glory,now and for evermore, Amen, 


